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Editorial 
I am writing this when we have an opportunity to show 
what we think of the current government and its policies 
is approaching us on 24 May. 
 
We should examine carefully all the candidates for the 
local elections and for the European elections and vote 
only for those who have a good record on matters of 
interest to us. The Pro Life Campaign have on their 

http://www.familysolidarity.org/
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website a grading table of all candidates . For information 
on who to vote for and not to vote for go to: 
https://prolifecampaign.ie/main/election2019/ . The Life 
Institute also have a list of who might be voted for at 
  https://thelifeinstitute.net/. 

I am aware that some of our readers cannot access such 
links on the internet, so the best I can suggest is that you 
contact  someone who can, or directly Pro Life Campaign   
Suite 60, Clifton House,  Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2 Tel: 01-662 9275   or the Life Institute at  6 Gardiner 
Place, Dublin 1,  01 8730465.  As our own office is 
unmanned most of the time, you could, less satisfactorily, 
also leave a message on our phone 01 6611113, and we 
will phone you back.  Give the name of your constituency. 

While the referendum on divorce which was lost in 1996 
by a few thousand votes is likely in these liberal times to 
pass, without much difficulty we should at least register 
our vote  as against that proposed change. 
 
I spent my Easter in Madrid with some of my family who 
reside there. Unlike the weather in Ireland it was 
miserable in Madrid. As a consequence I watched the 
amazing Easter processions on television. They were 
amazing spectacles which I am sure some of you have 
witnessed over the years particularly in southern Spain at 
Easter. I went instead to the ceremonies in a local 

https://prolifecampaign.ie/main/election2019/
https://thelifeinstitute.net/
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suburban parish church in a new area of Alcalá de 
Henares. The church was a prefab but the altar and the 
decorations where very tasteful. On Good Friday after the 
ceremony a video was shown in an adjacent meeting 
room to those of the congregation who wanted to stay, 
which included my grandchildren, so I stayed with them. 
The video (in Spanish) was a Hollywood made film about 
an episode in Mexican history when the anti-Catholic 
government enforced the extreme clauses of  the anti-
Catholic constitution of 1917 on the people of Mexico in 
1926. “For Greater Glory” tells the story of the Mexican 
Cristero war, which broke out when the people got fed up 
with the restrictions on practising their religion. I have 
indulged myself in this edition of the Family Solidarity 
newsletter with two articles on that war. Largely 
forgotten about in the West and even deliberately 
neglected by the Mexicans themselves until John Paul II 
had 28 or so of the Martyrs beatified and now at least two 
have been canonised including a 14-year-old boy featured 
in the excellent Hollywood made film and in this 
newsletter.  

 The Sri Lankan massacres of Christians also tend to be 
glossed over as compared with the attacks on Mosques in 
New Zealand in the World Press but featured in the 
Catholic online press and I have taken the liberty of 
including some of these articles in this newsletter. 
Coincidently while I was finalising this Editorial the Iona 
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Institute published a blog on May 9th by Dr Angelo 
Bottone log https://ionainstitute.ie/persecution-of-
christians-in-some-countries-approaching-genocide-2/ 

Persecution of Christians in some countries 
‘approaching genocide’, but we remain indifferent 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Pope  GENERAL AUDIENCE APRIL 24, 2019     
The message is clear: if you refuse to forgive, then 
you will not be forgiven’ 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our continuing catechesis on 
the “Our Father”, we now consider the expression: “as we 
forgive those who trespass against us”.  Since everything 
we have, including our very existence, comes as a gift 
from God, we are always in his debt, for our life was not 
simply willed, it was also loved into being.  We can be 
confident, then, that the Lord will always forgive our 
trespasses when we ask him with contrite hearts.  Yet this 
grace also calls us to forgive others, just as God has 
forgiven us.  We see this in the parable of the unmerciful 
servant, who though having his own enormous debt 

https://ionainstitute.ie/category/the-iona-blog/
https://ionainstitute.ie/persecution-of-christians-in-some-countries-approaching-genocide-2/
https://ionainstitute.ie/persecution-of-christians-in-some-countries-approaching-genocide-2/
https://zenit.org/articles/category/general-audience/
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written off, in turn refuses to cancel a much smaller debt 
owed to him.  The message is clear: if you refuse to 
forgive, then you will not be forgiven.  God, however, 
grants every Christian the grace to be able to transmit to 
others the precious gift of forgiveness, which we can do 
with a word, an embrace, or a smile. 

The Holy Father’s Catechesis 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning! 

Today we complete the catechesis on the fifth question of 
the “Our Father,” pausing on the expression “as we 
forgive those who trespass against us” (Matthew 6:12). 
We have seen that it’s proper to man to be a debtor 
before God: we have received everything from Him, in 
terms of nature and of grace.  Our life was not only willed 
but was also loved by God. There is truly no room for 
presumption when we join our hands to pray. “Self-made 
men” don’t exist in the Church — men who made 
themselves. We are all debtors of God and of so many 
persons who have given us favourable conditions of life. 
Our identity is built from the good received. The first is 
life. 

One who prays learns to say “thank you.”  And we so 
often forget to say “thank you.” We are egoistic. One who 
prays learns to say, “thank you,” and asks God to be 
benevolent with him or with her. Try as we might, an 
overwhelming debt remains before God, which we will 



When Christian Family life flourishes, the civilised world benefits 

 
Family Solidarity Newsletter No.85  May 2019  page 6  of 40 
 

never be able to restore: He loves us infinitely more than 
we love Him. And then, try as we might to live according 
to Christian teachings, there will always be something in 
our life for which to ask forgiveness: we think of days 
spent lazily, of moments in which resentment occupied 
our heart, and so on.  It’s these experiences, 
unfortunately not rare, which make us implore: “Lord, 
Father, forgive us our trespasses.” So we ask God for 
forgiveness. 

If we think properly, the invocation could also be limited 
to this first part; it would be good. Instead, Jesus welds it 
with a second expression that is altogether one with the 
first. The vertical relationship of benevolence on God’s 
part is refracted and we are called to translate it into a 
new relationship that we live with our brothers: a 
horizontal relationship. The good God invites us to be 
altogether good. The two parts of the invocation are 
linked together with a merciless conjunction:  we ask the 
Lord to forgive us our trespasses, our sins “as” we forgive 
our friends, the people that live with us, our neighbours, 
the people who have done something bad to us. 

Every Christian knows 
that the forgiveness of 
sins exists for him; we 
all know this: God 
forgives everything 
and forgives always.  
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When Jesus tells His disciples about God’s face, He 
outlines it with expressions of tender mercy. He says that 
there is more joy in Heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over a crowd of righteous persons who need no 
repentance (Cf. Luke 15:7.10). Nothing in the Gospels lets 
one suspect that God doesn’t forgive the sins of one who 
is well disposed and asks to be embraced again. 

However, God’s grace, <which is> so abundant, is always 
challenging. One who has received so much must learn to 
give as much and not keep for himself what he has 
received. One who has received much must learn to give 
much. It’s no accident that Matthew’s Gospel, 
immediately after having given the text of the “Our 
Father,” pauses, among the seven expressions used, to 
stress in fact that of fraternal forgiveness: “For if you 
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also 
will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15).  But this is strong! I think: 
sometimes I’ve heard people who said: “I’ll never forgive 
that person! I’ll never forgive what they have done to 
me!” However, if you don’t forgive, God won’t forgive 
you. You close the door. Let us think if we are capable of 
forgiving or if we don’t forgive. When I was in the other 
diocese, a priest told me anxiously that he had gone to 
give the last Sacraments to an elderly lady who was about 
to die. The poor lady couldn’t talk. And the priest said to 
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her: “Lady, do you repent of your sins?” The lady said yes; 
he couldn’t hear her confession but she said yes. It’s 
enough. And then he asked again: “Do you forgive 
others?” And the lady, about to die, said: “No.” The priest 
remained anxious. If you don’t forgive, God won’t forgive 
you. Let us think, we who are here, if we forgive or if we 
are capable of forgiving. “Father, I can’t do it, because 
those people did so much to me.” However, if you can’t 
do it, ask the Lord to give you the strength to do so: Lord, 
help me to forgive. We rediscover there the welding 
between love of God and that of our neighbor. Love calls 
for love, forgiveness calls for forgiveness. We find in 
Matthew again a very intense parable dedicated to 
fraternal forgiveness (Cf. 18:21-35).  Let us listen to it. 

There was a servant who had contracted an enormous 
debt with his king: ten thousand talents! A sum impossible 
to restore; I don’t know how much it would be today, but 
hundreds of millions. However, the miracle happens, and 
that servant receives — not a postponement of the 
payment, but the full condoning of it — an unexpected 
grace! However, see how, in fact, that servant, 
immediately after, set upon his brother who owed him 
one hundred denarii — a small thing –, and, although this 
figure was accessible, he doesn’t accept excuses or 
entreaties. Therefore, in the end, the master calls him 
back and has him condemned. Because, if you don’t make 
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an effort to forgive, you won’t be forgiven; if you don’t 
make an effort to love, you won’t be loved. 

Jesus inserts in human relationships the strength of 
forgiveness. Not everything is resolved in life with justice. 
No. Above all where a stop must be put to evil, one must 
love beyond what is owed, to begin again a history of 
grace. Evil knows its revenge, and it’s not interrupted; the 
risk is that it solidifies suffocating the whole world. To the 
law of retaliation — what you did to me, I do to you. Jesus 
substitutes the law of love: what God has done to me, I do 
to you! Let us think today, in this lovely Easter week, if we 
are capable of forgiving. And if we don’t feel capable, we 
must ask the Lord to give us the grace to forgive, because 
it’s a grace to be able to forgive. 

God gives every 
Christian the grace to 
write a story of 
goodness in the life of 
his brothers, 
especially those that 
have done something 
displeasing or 

mistaken. With a word, an embrace, a smile, we can 
transmit to others what we received that is most precious. 
What is the precious thing we have received? <It is> 
forgiveness, which we must be capable of giving also to 
others. 
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© Libreria Editrice Vatican 

[Original text: Italian]  [ZENIT’s translation by Virginia M. Forrester] 

  

No tears for Sri Lanka’s Easter massacre 

The New York Times is more 
worried about regulating social 
media than protecting 
Christians  Michael Cook | Apr 24 

2019 |   
 forward by email Print Subscribe 

The terrorists whose 
bombs killed at least 
359 people on Easter 
Sunday in Sri Lanka 

made their point crystal clear: they hate Christians. The 
Islamic group ISIS released photos of eight suicide 
bombers pledged to its caliph, Abu Bakr-al Baghdadi. It 
claimed that they had carried out the "blessed attack" on 
the "blasphemous holiday" of Easter.   

A plaster statue of Jesus spattered with blood in St. 
Sebastian's Church, Negombo, expresses the horror of the 
atrocity. 

It’s not sure whether ISIS really was behind the blasts, as it 
likes to claim responsibility for carnage and mayhem 
whatever the source. It even tweeted that it had inspired 
the Las Vegas shooter who shot dead 58 people in 2017. 

https://www.mercatornet.com/articles/multiple_author/michael
https://www.mercatornet.com/conniptions/view/no-tears-for-sri-lankas-slaughtered-christians/22398
https://www.mercatornet.com/conniptions/view/no-tears-for-sri-lankas-slaughtered-christians/22398
https://www.mercatornet.com/sign_up
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By OCHA, CC BY 3.0,  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=
32296329 

But two facts stand out. The bombers were Muslim 
fanatics and most of the victims were devout Christians at 
two Catholic churches on Sri Lanka’s west coast and an 
evangelical church on its east coast. It was an act of 
calculated perversity aimed at killing as many Christians as 
possible, men and women, old and young, on the holiest 
day of the year. This is Christianophobia at its worst. 

The Easter bombings back 
up claims by Christian 
groups that Christianity is 
the world’s most 
persecuted faith. According 
to the respected Pew 
Research Report of 2018, 
Christians were harassed in 
144 of 198 countries, up 
from 142 the year before. 

Another Christian think tank, Open Doors USA, claims that 
every month, “345 Christians are killed for faith-related 
reasons; 105 Churches and Christian buildings are burned 
or attacked ...[and] 219 Christians are detained without 
trial, arrested, sentenced and imprisoned”.  

Muslims are harassed as well. In fact, the Pew Research 
Report ranks them second in the persecution stakes. But it 

seems indecent to ignore the 
fact that trying to live by Jesus’s 
command to “love one another 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/21/key-findings-on-the-global-rise-in-religious-restrictions/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/06/21/key-findings-on-the-global-rise-in-religious-restrictions/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/
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as I have loved you” can be a death sentence. Not just in 
lawless regions like Yemen or northern Nigeria, but in 
countries with hundreds of years of Christian traditions, 
like France, where 85-year-old Father Jacques Hamel had 
his throat cut during Mass in 2016. 

But this is exactly how the New York Times and other 
media reacted to the slaughter of hundreds of Christians 
in Sri Lanka. The Times editorial did not mention the word 
“Christian” once. 

For the Times, there is no such thing as Islamist 
Christianophobia. There is only the baffling phenomenon 
of a mysterious terrorist virus which indiscriminately 
attacks synagogues in Pittsburgh, and mosques in 
Christchurch, and country-and-western fans in Las Vegas, 
and Christians in Sri Lanka, and journalists in Northern 
Ireland.   

The Times “gets” anti-semitism, Islamophobia, 
homophobia, and transphobia; it regularly campaigns 
against them. But it just doesn’t “get” Christianophobia. It 
seems to think that Christianity is just an embarrassing 
habit that can be cured by reading its op-ed page often 
enough. 

The causes of terrorism are baffling, according to the 
Times, but whatever they are, modern social media 
amplifies them. “The terrible images from the churches 
and hotels of Sri Lanka should ... add convincing weight to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Hamel
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demands that the powers of social media finally 
acknowledge and accept their responsibility to block the 
venom they allow to spread.” 

Sound advice, perhaps, but astonishingly blinkered. After 
9/11 did the Times point the finger at technical fixes to 
airport security or New York City building standards? 
No. It asked patriotic readers “to consider the intensity of 
the hatred it took to bring [9/11] off. It is a hatred that 
exceeds the conventions of warfare, that knows no limits, 
abides by no agreements.” 

However scant the Times’s respect for religion was in 
2001, it now seems to have completely evaporated. This 
explains its insulting coverage of the slaughter of Sri 
Lankan Christians, but it also signals a decline in the once-
formidable analytical skills of its editorial writers. Without 
appreciating the influence and resilience of Christianity 
and Islam, they will constantly be blind-sided by history.  
Michael Cook is editor of MercatorNet.  

Who are Sri Lanka’s Christians? 

The Christian minority has a long history 
Mathew Schmalz | Apr 23 2019 |   
 

At least 290 people have been killed in several 
coordinated bomb attacks on churches and hotels in Sri 
Lanka on Easter. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/opinion/the-war-against-america-an-unfathomable-attack.html
https://www.mercatornet.com/articles/multiple_author/Mathew%20Schmalz
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/coordinated-explosions-rock-three-churches-and-two-hotels-in-sri-lanka-on-easter-sunday/2019/04/21/a09002a0-63f6-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html
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Several Christian communities spread across the island 
nation were targeted in the attack: Suicide bombers 
detonated one set of bombs at churches in the cities 
of Colombo and Negomboon the western coast, home to 
many Sinhalese-speaking Catholics. Another was 
detonated in a Protestant church 200 miles away – in 
Batticaloa, a city in the Tamil majority eastern side of the 

island.  

As a Catholic religious studies 
researcher and professor, I lived in 
Sri Lanka in the fall of 2013 and 
did research on Catholicism in both 

the southwest and northern parts of 
the country. Approximately, 7% of Sri 

Lanka’s 21 million are Christian. The majority of them are 
Roman Catholic. 

Sri Lanka’s Christians have a long history that reflects the 
dynamics of colonialism as well as present-day ethnic and 
religious tensions. 

Entry of Catholicism 

It was Portuguese colonialism that opened the door for 
Roman Catholicism into the island nation. 

In 1505, the Portuguese came to Ceylon, as Sri Lanka was 
then called, in a trade agreement with King Vira 
Parakramabahu VII and later intervened in succession 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/coordinated-explosions-rock-three-churches-and-two-hotels-in-sri-lanka-on-easter-sunday/2019/04/21/a09002a0-63f6-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html?utm_term=.b5661d90c749
http://citypopulation.info/php/srilanka-prov-admin.php?adm2id=11
https://lanka.com/about/destinations/negombo/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sinhalese
https://minorityrights.org/minorities/tamils/
https://www.catholicsandcultures.org/sri-lanka
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/Abstract2016/CHAP2/2.13.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=Nn0oAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA304&lpg=PA304&dq=vira+parakrama+vii&source=bl&ots=7MmUgTn-SL&sig=ACfU3U2wz-GeNxmrALEjk-ZgJrpgIqpekA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiL9pfskuLhAhUQT6wKHVimC_IQ6AEwD3oECAgQAQ#v=onepage&q=vira%20parakrama%20vii&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=Nn0oAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA304&lpg=PA304&dq=vira+parakrama+vii&source=bl&ots=7MmUgTn-SL&sig=ACfU3U2wz-GeNxmrALEjk-ZgJrpgIqpekA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiL9pfskuLhAhUQT6wKHVimC_IQ6AEwD3oECAgQAQ#v=onepage&q=vira%20parakrama%20vii&f=false
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struggles in local kingdoms. Among those converted 
included Don Juan Dharmapala, the king of Kotte, a small 
kingdom near present-day Colombo on Sri Lanka’s south-
western coast. 

Later, when the Dutch and the Dutch East India 
Company displaced the Portuguese, Roman Catholicism 
was revived through the efforts of St. Joseph Vaz. 

Vaz was a priest from Goa, Portugal’s colony in India, and 
arrived in Sri Lanka in 1687. Popular folklore credits Vaz 
with a number of miracles, such as bringing rain during a 
drought and taming a rogue elephant. Pope Francis made 
Joseph Vaz a saint in 2015. 

By 1948, when Sri Lanka gained independence from Great 
Britain, Catholics had established a distinct identity. For 
example, Catholics would display the papal flag along with 
Sri Lanka’s national flag during Independence Day 
celebrations. 

But tensions rose in 1960 when the Sri Lankan 
government compromised the Catholic Church’s 
independence by taking over church schools. 

In 1962, there was an attempted coup by Catholic and 
Protestant Sri Lankan army officers to overthrow the 
government of then prime minister Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike, allegedly in response to increased Buddhist 
presence in the military. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-East-India-Company
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-East-India-Company
https://www.omiworld.org/our-charism/our-saints/non-oblate-causes/saint-joseph-vaz-1651-1711/biography/
https://books.google.com/books?id=4bkhsEdK_YsC&pg=PA184&lpg=PA184&dq=goa+mathew+schmalz&source=bl&ots=X84zZIZVga&sig=ACfU3U1u_oAYDYZeoaQXW3EPl08zBLljtA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiM6vjFlOLhAhVCM6wKHd4sDH0Q6AEwAnoECAcQAQ#v=onepage&q=goa%20mathew%20schmalz&f=false
https://www.omiworld.org/our-charism/our-saints/non-oblate-causes/saint-joseph-vaz-1651-1711/biography/
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-francis-canonized-first-sri-lankan-saint
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-francis-canonized-first-sri-lankan-saint
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UosArxZtK_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UosArxZtK_c
http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2011/01/schools-take-over-attempted-1962-coup.html
http://dbsjeyaraj.com/dbsj/archives/1250
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sirimavo-Bandaranaike
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sirimavo-Bandaranaike
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Ethnic and religious divides 

The 25-year-long Sri Lankan Civil War, starting in 1983, 
divided the Catholic community. 

The war was fought against the government by 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or LTTE, who sought 
a separate state for Sri Lanka’s Tamil community in the 
northern and eastern parts of the island. 

The rebels included Catholics in military positions. But, the 
Sri Lankan army also had Christian members holding 
leadership ranks. 

Catholic bishops from Tamil and Sinhalese 
areas could not develop a coherent 
response to the conflict. They would not 
even agree on recommending a ceasefire 
during the Christmas season. 

Recent years have seen the rise of 
militant forms of Buddhism in Sri Lanka 
and Christians have been among its 
targets. For example, the ultra-nationalist 

Buddhist organization, the Bodu Bala Sena (also known as 
Buddhist Power Force) demanded that Pope Francis 
apologize for the “atrocities” committed by colonial 
powers. 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/sri-lankan-conflict
http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups/view/225
https://iias.asia/sites/default/files/IIAS_NL69_17.pdf
https://iias.asia/sites/default/files/IIAS_NL69_17.pdf
https://www.palgrave.com/br/book/9783030035167
https://www.palgrave.com/br/book/9783030035167
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/21/whats-behind-the-terrorist-attacks-in-sri-lanka/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/21/whats-behind-the-terrorist-attacks-in-sri-lanka/
https://www.cnn.com/2014/07/17/world/asia/sri-lanka-bodu-bala-sena-profile/index.html
https://catholicherald.co.uk/issues/january-2nd-2015/sri-lankas-not-so-tranquil-buddhists/
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While being Catholic and being Sri Lankan are not 
considered to be contradictions, Catholicism in Sri Lanka 
still struggles with its colonial past. 

Part of global Catholicism 

At the same time, Catholicism has a strong cultural 
presence in the country. 

For example, in the North, there is a large pilgrimage 
site, Madhu, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which Pope 
Francis visited in 2015. 

Pope 

Francis 

in 

Colombo 

in 

2015. AP 

Photo/Saurabh Das 
There is also an internationally known healing and prayer  
centre, Kudagama, northwest of the Buddhist holy city 
of Kandy.   

https://www.americamagazine.org/voices/mathew-n-schmalz
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2015/outside/documents/papa-francesco-sri-lanka-filippine-2015.html
http://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/Sri-Lanka-Pope-Asia/69cb677d1a00447ea178b2e0bce7a542/112/0
http://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/Sri-Lanka-Pope-Asia/69cb677d1a00447ea178b2e0bce7a542/112/0
https://www.catholicsandcultures.org/sri-lanka/kudagama-shrine-and-retreat-center
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/450
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Sri Lankan Catholics have also become prominent in global 
Catholicism. The cardinal archbishop of the capital 
Colombo, Malcolm Ranjith, was mentioned as papabile, or 
candidate for pope, prior to the conclave that eventually 

elected Pope 
Francis. 

Protestants of Sri 
Lanka 

Sri Lanka’s 
Protestant 
community is 
quite small, 
constituting only 

1% of Sri Lanka’s population. Like Catholicism, it was 
through colonialism that Protestant Christianity gained a 
foothold on the island. With Dutch traders and 
governmental officers came Calvinism and Protestant 
missionaries who worked in Sri Lanka’s coastal areas. 

While Calvinist Protestantism declined under British 
colonial rule, there was a revival in the Tamil-speaking 
northern areas of the island. The American Ceylon 
Mission began in 1813 and established a number of 
medical dispensaries and schools. Jaffna College, opened 
in 1872, remains an important Protestant educational 
institution that still has ties to America. 

St. Sebastian’s Church, the site of a blast, in Negombo. AP Photo/Chamila Karunarathne 

https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/papabile-day-men-who-could-be-pope-9
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00856409608723276?journalCode=csas20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00856409608723276?journalCode=csas20
https://www.globalministries.org/church_of_the_american_ceylon
https://www.globalministries.org/church_of_the_american_ceylon
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/reflections-on-the-history-of-jaffna-college/
http://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/APTOPIX-Sri-Lanka-Church-Blasts/f5fae49c624941018524369f76321228/2/0
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The churches in Negombo, where I did research work and 
where one of the attacks took place, are beautiful 
Renaissance and Baroque-style structures that are centres 
of activity throughout the day. Not only are there daily 
masses, but Catholics often come to light candles and 
pray to the saints. During worship ceremonies, women 
wear veils as was the Catholic tradition in the West until 
the mid-20th century. 

Shrines to the Virgin Mary are a common sight on 
Negombo’s roads along with arches decorated with 
coconuts, which are the usual markers of a parish festival 
and procession. In honour of this Catholic culture, 
Negombo is popularly called “Little Rome.” 

But now this “Little Rome” – with its beautiful churches, 
beaches, and lagoon – will also be known as the site of a 
horrific act of anti-Christian violence. 

Mathew Schmalz, Associate Professor of Religion, College of the Holy Cross. This 
article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative Commons license. 

 

More than 4,000 Christians killed in 2018 
 
JOSÉ MOTA 

The number of people that were killed for practicing the 
Christian religion has reached 4305 during 2018, 40% 
more than the previous year, according to Open Doors. 

https://www.catholicsandcultures.org/sri-lanka/introduction
https://www.catholicsandcultures.org/sri-lanka/introduction
http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2018/11/11/yv/negombo-little-rome
https://theconversation.com/profiles/mathew-schmalz-318095
http://theconversation.com/institutions/college-of-the-holy-cross-1730
http://theconversation.com/
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The data revealed this Thursday, January 17th, by the 
international organization Open Doors leave no doubts: 
the religious persecution of Christians is increasing. 
According to its annual report, more than 245 million 
Christians were victims of serious persecution (40 million 
more than in 2018), a situation observed in 73 countries 
(the previous year was 58), out of a total of 150 countries 
analyzed. 
Among the new countries in which persecution of 
Christians has been registered, the document highlights 
two cases considered "unexpected": Venezuela and 
Burkina Faso. Looking at the ranking of the 50 worst 
countries where Christians are victims of persecution, we 
highlight Asia (35 countries), followed by Africa (15) and 

Latin 
America 
(2). 
That is, 
as the 

document states, "70 years after the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, one Christian in each nine 

https://www.portesouvertes.fr/persecution-des-chretiens
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continues to have no right to practice his or her religion". 
And in Asia, the proportion is 1 in 3. 
Another relevant fact that the Index of Christian 
Persecution 2019 reveals, is the number of people killed 
because they are Christians: 4305, an increase of 40% 
over the previous year. Here Nigeria is highlighted where 
3731 deaths of people practicing the Christian religion 
were counted. 
The report also states that 3150 Christians have been 
detained and 1847 churches have been vandalized, a 
value that more than doubled against the index of 2018. 
As for these two situations, the document highlights 
China, a country where the number of imprisoned 
Christians and vandalized churches has increased tenfold 
over a period of one year. 
The index presents a top of the geographies where being 
a Christian is more difficult, with 11 countries registering 
"extreme" persecutions. At the head comes North Korea 
where, notes the document, "Christians live their faith in 
the greatest secrets. If they are discovered it is certain 
death in the labor camps. " 
It follows Afghanistan "where the Afghan church only 
exists in secret" and "all Christians are former Muslims." 
Afghan Christians "can not openly practice their faith . If 
they are discovered, they are often killed. They are being 
persecuted by Islamists and by their own families, who in 
some cases even admit them in a psychiatric hospital. The 
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family, the clan or the tribe should save their honor by 
"getting rid of" a member who became a Christian, "the 
report said. 
Somalia arises as the third country where persecution of 
Christians is most severe. "In addition to being persecuted 
by their families for their apostasy, Somali Christians are 
being threatened by Shebab terrorists who want to 
eradicate them from the country", says the 2019 index. 
In the fourth place appears Libya "where the Christians, 
when discovered, are victims of extreme violence by 
Islamic radicals" 
Pakistan closes the top 5, where "Christians, in addition to 
being discriminated in their daily lives, they live in fear of 
being accused of blasphemy, a crime punishable by 
death". Sudan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, India and Syria 
complete the list. 
 
St. José Sánchez del Río: The boy who died for love of 
Christ the King 
Carmen Elena Villa  October 25, 2016 
 
José de Jesús Sánchez del Río went to visit the tomb of a 
Cristero martyr in 1927, and asked God to let him also die 
in defense of the Catholic faith. Not even a year would go 
by before his wish was fulfilled. In February of 1928, he 
was assassinated for the cause of Christ. At his death, 

https://denvercatholic.org/author/carmenvilla/
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Joselito, as his family affectionately called him, was just 
over a month shy of his 15th birthday. 
Pope Francis canonized the 14-year-old martyr on Oct. 16 
in Rome, alongside six others. 
Striking contrasts 

The history of St. José 
Sanchez has some sad 
coincidences. For 
one, the church of St. 
James the Apostle in 
Sahuayo, where 
Joselito was baptized, 
became his prison. 

Another sad parallel: His godfather for his First 
Communion (in Mexico, it is tradition to choose a 
godfather or sponsor for First Communion), Rafael Picazo 
Sanchez, was the one who ordered his assassination. 
Witnesses in the cause for Jose’s canonization testified 
that he was a “normal, healthy kid with a joyful 
character,” as the postulator, Comboni Missionary Father 
Fidel González, told El Pueblo Católico. 
“He went to his Catechism classes and was notable for his 
commitment to difficult parish activities (…) Though it put 
his life at risk since public worship was prohibited, he 
received the sacraments when he could. He prayed the 
holy rosary each day with his family. Despite being very 

https://elpueblocatolico.org/
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young, José understood very well what Mexico was going 
through with the persecution,” Father González said. 
 
Fight for the faith 
Despite being just a boy, José joined the Cristeros, a 
movement trying to defend religious liberty in the 
country. He carried out simple tasks, such as helping with 
the logistics for those who were fighting the battle for the 
faith. 
During one clash between the Cristero troops and the 
federal forces, José saved one of the leaders of his army, 
the Cristero leader Guizar Morfín. Morfin’s horse was 
killed and he was in danger of being captured. José, seeing 
his predicament, quickly got off his horse and handed him 
to his general: “My general,” he said, “take my horse and 
save yourself. You are more needed by this cause than I 
am.” 
General Guizar Morfín managed to escape, but the federal 
troops captured José, taking him to the town of Cotija, 
beating and rebuking him along the way. “We’re going to 
see how much of a man you really are,” they told him. 
During his imprisonment, he wrote a letter to his mother: 
“Do not be worried about my death, as this would make 
me suffer … Be courageous and send me your blessing, 
together with the blessing of my father.” 
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Saint Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio depicted in a painting by 
Rene Martinez Valdez. The 14-year old martyr was 
canonized Oct. 16. 
Picazo, his godfather, didn’t want to kill the boy and 
offered him various proposals so as to save his life. He 
offered to register him in a prestigious military school or 
send him to the United States, but the boy refused these 
temptations since in order to get them, he would have to 
deny his faith. 
They also asked his family for a ransom of 5,000 pesos, 
but José also rejected this offer, saying that his faith was 
“not for sale.” 
On Feb. 10, 1928, they transferred José to a building close 
to where he was being held and told his family that he 
would be shot. One of his aunts managed to bring him 
Communion. 
“I am sentenced to death. At 8:30 p.m., the moment that I 
have desired so, so much will arrive. I thank you for all the 
kindnesses you’ve shown me, you and Magdalena,” he 
wrote to his aunt. 
The soldiers tortured him by cutting the bottoms of his 
feet with a knife and forcing him to walk barefoot to his 
last resting place, the cemetery of Sahuayo. 
“I didn’t hear laments; I only heard the resigned voice of 
José. I saw the footprints of blood from the soles of his 
feet at the gate called Arregui that is on the street that 
leads to the cemetery; at the inn they also tortured him. … 
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They brought him to the cemetery where first he was 
stabbed and then they gave him the final blow in the 
head,” a witness of the martyrdom testified. 
Once at the cemetery, José was stabbed by the soldiers. 
With each strike, he shouted, “Long live Christ the King! 
Long live Holy Mary of Guadalupe!” Then a military leader 
shot him twice in the head, put his lifeless body in a small 
grave and covered him with dirt. It was 11:30 p.m. on Feb. 
10, 1928. 
“Blessed José Sánchez del Río should inspire us all, 
especially you young people,” Cardinal José Saraiva 
Martins said during the homily of his beatification in 2005 
in Guadalajara, “to be capable of giving witness to Christ 
in our daily lives.” 
 

VIVA EL CRISTO REY! 
by Bishop Robert BarronJune 20, 2012 (This was written 
before José Sánchez del Río was declared a Saint) 
The new feature film “For Greater Glory” tells the story of 
the Mexican Cristero war, which broke out in the 1920’s 
when the secularist government, under the leadership of 
President Plutarco Elias Calles, decided to enforce the 
strict anti-clerical laws embedded in the Mexican 
constitution of 1917. All religious ceremonies—Masses, 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, etc.—were banned, 
bishops were forced to leave the country, and priests 
were forbidden to wear clerical garb in public. Priests who 

https://www.wordonfire.org/author/bishop-robert-barron/
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resisted were imprisoned, tortured, and in some cases, 
killed outright. One of the most affecting scenes in the 
film is the execution of Padre Christopher, an old priest 
played by the great Peter O’Toole. As the federales 
arrived in his small town, the priest refused to hide or 
flee. Instead, he sat quietly in his church, robed in Mass 
vestments, and accepted his fate as an act of witness. 
Others also resolved to resist through nonviolent means, 
most notably Anacleto Gonzalez Flores (played by 
Eduardo Verastegui), a magazine editor and activist, who 
rallied Mexican youth through his speeches and writings.  

But given the intensity and violence of the attack on 
Catholicism—which Graham Greene called the most 
thorough persecution of a religion since the time of 
Elizabeth I—it was practically inevitable that an armed 
resistance would emerge. The bulk of “For Greater Glory” 
concerns this “Cristero” rebellion, which began with small 
and disorganized bands of guerrilla fighters, but grew, 
under the leadership of General Enrique Gorostieta (Andy 
Garcia), into an efficient military operation. The emotional 
heart of the film is the relationship between the General 
and a 12-year-old boy named Jose, who had been a friend 
of Padre Christopher and witnessed the priest’s murder. 
Despite his youth, Jose joined the Cristero army, serving 
as standard-bearer and aide-de-camp to Gorostieta. In the 
course of a particularly brutal battle, Jose was captured by 
the federales, who then tortured him mercilessly, hoping 
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to compel him to renounce the ideals of the Cristeros and 
accept the decisions of the government. Even in the face 
of this horrendous attack, Jose refused to give in, 
stubbornly repeating the motto of the resistance: Viva el 
Cristo rey! (Long live Christ the King).  

I won’t give away any more of the story, but I would like 
to reflect on that motto, which is heard throughout the 
film on the lips of dozens of characters. Viva el Cristo Rey! 
is the hinge on which this entire Cristero episode turns 
and is, indeed, the central teaching of the New 
Testament. The great Scriptural scholar N.T. Wright has 
argued that the four Gospels are fundamentally the story 
of how Yahweh, the God of Israel, through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, established himself 
as king. On the Biblical reading, the world had long been 
governed by various “kings” who ruled through violence 
and cruelty: Pharoah, the Amalekites, the Philistines, the 
Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Greeks and the Romans. 
But Yahweh had promised that one day, through his 
anointed servant, he would deal with these tyrants, and 
would himself come to shepherd and to reign. It is of 
enormous significance that when Jesus first appeared as a 
preacher in the hills of Galilee, his theme was “the 
kingdom of God is at hand!” In other words, in his own 
person an entirely new way of ordering things is on offer. 
Then—in his love and nonviolence, in his open-table 
fellowship, in his outreach to prostitutes and tax 
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“Viva Cristo Rey!” were likely the last words spoken by 
Blessed Miguel Pro, SJ, whose martyrdom in 1927 may 
have been the first in history in which the martyr was 
photographed at the moment of death.  

collectors, in his mocking of the Pharisees and religious 
establishment, in his healing and teaching—Jesus was 
demonstrating precisely what the reign of the God of 
Israel looks like.  

This way of life inevitably 
awakened the opposition 
of the powers that be. At 
the climax of his ministry, 
Jesus faced down the 
resistance of “the world,” 

to use the typical New Testament term, meaning that 
whole congeries of cruelty, betrayal, denial, violence, 
corruption and hatred by which human affairs are 
typically ordered. He permitted all of that darkness to 
wash over him, to crush him, and snuff him out. But then, 
on the third day, he rose again from the dead in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and thereby outflanked, out-
manoeuvred and swallowed up the darkness. In a 
delicious irony, it was Pontius Pilate who anticipated the 
significance of this victory: over the cross of Jesus, the 
Roman governor had placed a sign written in the three 
great languages of that time and place, which read “Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” In the light of the 
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resurrection, the first Christians knew that, in Jesus, the 
God of Israel had become king, and that the world was 
now under new management. They saw their mission as 
the declaration of that kingship to everyone. This did not 
imply at all that they were advocating “theocracy” in the 
crude sense. (Indeed, both Peter and Paul urge their 
readers to show deference to the properly instituted 
Roman authority.) But they were insisting that Jesus is the 
one to whom final allegiance is due, and that he is more 
powerful than any of the “kings”—political, economic, 
military or cultural—who tend to dominate human affairs. 
They revealed in the fact that Jesus’ kingly power was 
exercised, not through violence and domination, but 
through the nonviolence of the cross. They gladly 
announced to anyone who would listen that the true king 
wore a crown of thorns, and reigned from a throne that 
was a Roman instrument of torture.  

At the very close of “For Greater Glory,” we see a listing of 
those figures from the film that the Catholic Church 
beatified or canonized as saints. Without exception, they 
were those who chose the path of nonviolent resistance. 
As I said, I certainly understand why an armed rebellion 
sprang up in the Mexico of that time, and I wouldn’t 
dream of questioning the motives of those who 
participated in it. But I would indeed say that those who 
advocate the kingship of Jesus should fight the way he 
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did: invading the darkness by light, swallowing up hatred 
through love. Viva el Cristo Rey! 

XIII World Congress of Families in Verona. 

Verona Declaration 

Adopted by acclamation in the closing ceremony of the 
XIII World Congress of Families in Verona. 

Verona, a noble city of art, of culture, and of ancient 
civilization, which for centuries has been called the “City 
of Love” proclaimed itself in October 2018 to be the “City 
for Life”; today it is has also become the “City for the 
Family.” Verona so serves as a model of good political, 
economic, and social practices in favour of our common 
humanity: because those who care about the family truly 
care about the Common Good of all people, of every 
woman, every child, and every man, present and future. 
This positive affirmation, however, comes when we are 
witnessing at the global level an ideological attempt to 
deconstruct the human being and to disrupt the 
anthropological natural order. As always, the first victims 
of these upheavals are the most fragile and defenceless of 
all human beings: the children. 

In light of the above, for the love of life, of children, of the 
family and of all human beings, 

WE AFFIRM THAT: 
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 The right to life is the foremost of all human rights: it 
must be recognized and protected – from conception 
to natural death – regardless of the quality of life that 
lies ahead. 

 The family is the natural and fundamental group unit 
of society and is entitled to protection by Society and 
the State (Article 16/3 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, or UDHR). 

 The family is founded on marriage, a stable and 
exclusive union between a man and a woman, both 
necessary and complementary for their 
psychophysical well-being, and for generating and 
educating children, the future citizens of every land, in 
a healthy and responsible manner. 

 The family is the natural place where the new person 
is generated, grows, is formed, and is educated in 
relationships, love, and social solidarity. 

 The natural family, founded on stable marriage, has 
invariably and universally shown to be – at a 
population level – the reality which ensures both the 
being and well-being of children, the maximum 
protection of human rights, and the highest common 
good for society as a whole. 

 A renewed alliance between men and women of good 
will is essential to escape from the current cultural 
and economic crisis. 
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 Sustainable economic development is not possible 
without reaffirming the profound link that must exist 
between economics and morality: the well-being of 
the human person must always take precedence over 
the pursuit of profit. 

 At the same time, a human society disjointed and 
deprived of intermediate bodies like the family would 
result in a mass of obedient, servile consumers who 
would not recognize their roots and traditions and as 
such would be more easily manipulated by those 
powers who would exploit them for profit. This would 
represent the end of the Millennial civilization that 
human society has so far built. 

FOR ALL THE ABOVE REASONS, WE ASK: 

1. That the humanity of any conceived human being be 
recognized and protected; 

2. That every human being, regardless of sex, age, race, 
religion, health, political opinions and any other 
personal condition, be given fair and equal protection 
by law and by society, and that all unjust 
discrimination be condemned; 

3. That the life and rights of the mother should not be 
put in opposition to the life and the rights of the child. 
Both should be protected, and public policies should 
seek to prevent abortion and offer the mother 
alternatives. 
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4. That those who work to maintain and promote 
individuals’ mental and physical health not be forced 
to betray their conscience or their faith in pursuing 
the true needs and well-being of their patients; 

5. That all families be protected, especially when in 
economic difficulty, to include large families and all 
persecuted families seeking refuge in a foreign 
country; and 

6. That developed nation-states in the West and 
elsewhere invest in demographic growth, as this is 
threatened by the neo-Malthusian ideology which, 
although it has been disproven by history, has led to a 
worrying demographic winter in these places. 

WE ALSO CONSIDER IT URGENT AND IMPERATIVE THAT 
THERE BE: 

1. An international ban on surrogacy of any kind—a total 
prohibition on trade or donation of gametes– for the 
woman is not an incubator and the child is not a 
product. 

2. The protection of real and essential children’s rights: 

o To have a mother and a father; 

o Not to be bought or given away as products; 

o To be respected in their nature and supported in 
developing an integral sexuality consistent with 
biology; 
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o To be protected in their innocence from early 
sexualization, too often imposed on them at school, 
on television, and on the Internet; 

o To be firmly defended from child pornography and 
pedophilia, with strong and severe action by the 
authorities towards anyone who tries to abuse or 
corrupt minors. 

3. The promotion of women’s rights to: 

o Have valid and accessible alternatives to abortion; 

o Be offered clear, truthful, and complete information 
on the risks deriving from artificial insemination (for 
them and their children) and abortion, 

o Receive, for equal work, a salary equal to that of 
male colleagues, 

o Be able to reconcile work and motherhood by 
favoring long-term parental leave and– for those 
who so freely decide– flexible, part-time, or 
telecommuting work; 

o Choose to dedicate themselves exclusively to 
children and the family, with adequate 
remuneration for home work where the spouse’s 
salary is not sufficient for a free and dignified 
existence; 

o Not be used as an object of pleasure, especially for a 
fee, and therefore to see the exploiters and clients 
of prostitutes severely punished; 
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o See the pornography market fought in a rigid and 
incisive way, since porn commodifies and degrades 
the dignity of women, instigates violence, and 
corrupts the minds of new generations. 

4. No imposition on taxpayers of state expenditures for 
abortion, artificial insemination, and hormonal and 
surgical operations aimed at modifying the sexual 
apparatus of individuals. 

5. Strong, even radical opposition to the diffusion and 
legalization of every type of illegal, mind-altering 
drug. And, 

6. Affirmation of the fundamental right and duty of 
parents to choose the kind of education that shall be 
given to their children (article 26/3 of the UDHR), 
particularly in the sexual and family spheres. 

The global population inversion 
The age pyramid is 
starting to flip. 
Marcus Roberts | 
Apr 15 2019 | 
A few days ago 
the BBC published 
an article on the 
state of the world’s 
population. In a sign 

https://www.mercatornet.com/articles/multiple_author/Marcus_Roberts
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20190405-why-the-world-now-has-more-grandparents-than-grandchildren
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20190405-why-the-world-now-has-more-grandparents-than-grandchildren
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of how the public debate has shifted over the last few 
years, the fact that the world’s population is set to hit 8 
billion in  a few years is noted halfway through the piece 
and does not headline it. The population bomb 
narrative is certainly weakening.  
Instead, according to this article, the “bomb” to be 
concerned about is the “ageing time-bomb” which 
governments around the world are grappling with.  The 
bomb of the article is the make-up of the world’s 
population rather than its size. Thus, the BBC’s headline 
is that there are more elderly people (aged 65 years and 
older) in the world than there are young children (below 
5 years old). The global numbers are now 705 million 
elderly people and 680 million young children. By 2050 
the gap between those two sets of numbers will have 
widened so that there will be double the number of 
over 65 year olds than there will be young children. 
Certain very important economies are dealing with an 
extreme version of this top-heavy population structure. 
Japan (which has recently raised its retirement age from 
65 to 70) has a population which is 27 per cent 
composed of those over 65. Its share of the population 
under 5 years old is less than 4 per cent. China’s 
population pyramid is less top-heavy than Japan: its 
over 65s only account 10.6 per cent of its population 
but this is still nearly double its proportion of under 5 
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year olds. And it is still a developing, rather than 
developed, economy. 

Generally, the reasons for this inversion of the normal 
population pyramid are twofold. One, we are living 
longer – since the 1960s the global life expectancy has 
risen from 52 to 72 years thanks to better healthcare 
and diets. Secondly, as we live longer, we are not 
reproducing as we used to. We noted a few months ago 
that a recent study concluded that half of the world’s 
nations are facing a “baby bust”: they are not naturally 
reproducing themselves. A fertility rate of 2.1 children 
per woman is considered the number at which 
populations replace themselves (not growing or 
shrinking). Only 113 countries around the globe 
procreate at that rate. And if the higher replacement 
rate of 2.3 is taken as the benchmark (which is higher to 
take into account developing countries’ higher child-
mortality and lower life-expectancy) the number of 
countries which attain that fertility rate number only 99. 
Globally, the world’s total fertility rate has more than 
halved since 1960 from nearly five children per woman 
to 2.4. As people have become more prosperous and 
healthier, child mortality rates have declined and the 
cost of raising children has risen. 

Certain nations (again important ones like Russia and 
Italy) are expected to see their populations shrink quite 
rapidly in the years ahead thanks to their failure to 
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reproduce. And this will in turn lead to greater 
economic pressures: fewer people in the workforce, 
fewer taxpayers, fewer entrepreneurs, fewer consumers 
and more elderly people requiring government 
assistance. The IMF warned 6 months ago that the 
Japanese economy could shrink by over a quarter in the 
next 40 years. Options to mitigate these economic 
effects include keeping the elderly healthy so that they 
can work for longer, and ensuring that the workforce 
includes more women. The International Labour 
Organisation notes that the workforce participation rate 
for women was 48.5 per cent, 25 per cent below that of 
men.  Of course, women aren’t working because often 
they are bearing and raising children. Having more of 
them participate in the workforce could further reduce 
many countries’ already anaemic fertility rates. A more 
diverse workforce might stave off the economic 
problems for now, but will it mean fewer workers and 
taxpayers in the future? 

The world will be older and quite possibly poorer in the 
decades ahead. This is the demographic story of the 
twenty-first century. 

(From Mercatornet  https://www.mercatornet.com) 
Reminder Rally for Life 
PARNELL SQUARE, DUBLIN CITY CENTRE : 6 JULY 2019 : 
2PM 
 Still alive. Still human. Still needs your voice. 

https://www.mercatornet.com/
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CitizenGO 

What is CitizenGO? 

CitizenGO is community of active citizens who work 
together, using online petitions and action alerts as a 
resource, to defend and promote life, family, and liberty. 
We work to ensure that those in power respect human 
dignity and individuals’ rights. 

Do you want to change the world? Thousands of like-
minded people will help you! 

With CitizenGO’s online petition platform, you are able to 
send your petition to decision makers in local, national, 
and international government bodies and businesses. 
Likeminded individuals from all over the world will join 
you in winning your cause. 

If you want, you can start right away: create your petition. 
at  https://www.citizengo.org/en/start-a-petition 

Thank you all who have paid their subscriptions and 
made donations to further our aims.  We have put a 
return envelope with a subscription slip with all 
copies of the Newsletter as it is simpler than 
selecting those from whom we have not heard. 
Please bear with us!  

 

http://www.citizengo.org/en/ideology-citizengo-foundation
http://www.citizengo.org/en/ideology-citizengo-foundation
http://www.citizengo.org/en/start-a-petition
https://www.citizengo.org/en/start-a-petition

