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Editorial 
“It is hard to begin 2019 in Ireland with the normal 
wishes for a prosperous new year since this year 
begins with the tragic inauguration of the legalised 
murder of the unborn. With a grim sense of timing 
Ireland’s president signed abortion into law only days 
before the celebration of the birth of the divine Infant. 
In taking this step Ireland has crossed a dark 
Rubicon. For the very first time in the Ireland’s 
history, including the centuries under British rule, the 
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unjustified killing of innocent human beings will have 
the full sanction of law. 

Some day in the future this law will, without a shadow 
of a doubt, be repealed. The names of those 
instrumental in introducing this law will, also without a 
shadow of a doubt, be tokens of opprobrium. But, in 
the meantime, it would be an additional tragedy if we 
were to allow ourselves grow accustomed to what will 
be taking place in Irish maternity hospitals and GP 
clinics. We must not allow ourselves grow inured to 
the gravity of this crime, and of course – as if it really 
needs to be said – we can have absolutely no part in 
the killing of an unborn child. Already we have seen 
the admirable firmness with which many Irish GPs 
are refusing to participate in abortion through referral 
– and this in the face of the chilling disdain of our 
political leaders for the rights of conscience. These 
doctors realise that in the matter of murder there can 
be no compromise. Willing cooperation (what 
theologians term “formal” cooperation) in an intrinsic 
evil being carried out by another makes one an 
accomplice in that act, and this can never be 
legitimised. And while not formal cooperation, 
attending a GP willing to administer abortion might at 
least make us uncomfortable, and lead us to look into 
alternatives.” Part of Father Gavan Jennings Editorial 
in January 2019 Position Papers (the full editorial can be read at 

www.positionpapers.ie, hard copy of the January Edition can be sent on request from our office) 

http://www.positionpapers.ie/
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At our AGM last November we elected 6 new 
younger members to our executive committee 
whose first task was to select recipients and decide 
the distribution of the funds we had as a 
consequence of the generous bequest of the late 
Eileen Curtin who went to her Eternal Reward in 
February 2015. We have asked the recipients to tell 
us what they hope to achieve with these funds, 
which while significant is only a small part of their 
needs.  Much of this Newsletter is taken up by these 
reports.   
Our main aim was to try and redress the lack of 
knowledge of the public who due to the inadequate 
teaching of the moral law in our schools which 
enabled the ultra liberal press to persuade them that 
it was compassionate to abolish the protection of the 
unborn.  Young people are our future and 
programmes such as those now embarked on by Life 
Works, the Pro Life Campaign, the Iona Institute are 
critical in this matter. Gianna Care are helping those 
who are affected by the consequences of the present 
situation. Other attacks on our Christian ethos are 
the focus of the work ADFAM and Family and Media 
Association are doing.   
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In our last Newsletter we listed other worthwhile 
organisations that Family Solidarity assisted and will 
continue to assist from our members donations and 
subscriptions as been the best way to achieve our 
objectives and those of Saint John Paul II in his 
encyclical Familiaris Consortio, with our limited 
resources. 
We also report on the Irish Government’s intention to fund 
Abortions Overseas, Contact your TDs to register your 
objection.  We report on a recent letter from the Pope to 
Pontifical Academy for Life and on the foul doings at the UN. 
We also remind you of Radio Maria Ireland . 
Finally for the European Elections FAFCE have developed a 
“Manifesto”  for pro family candidates to sign so as to guide 
voters. 
 

The Your Vote Matters team is compiling data to produce 
the most comprehensive collection we’ve ever produced 
on the record of candidates on the pro-life issue. We will 
be publishing it before the May elections. Please take a 
moment today to send us any information you have about 
the stance of candidates in your area by 
emailing education@prolifecampaign.ie 

For those of our members who do not have access to the 
internet they can send a note to Family Solidarity or 
phone us and leave a phone message and we will send 
the information  to the Your Vote Matters Team . 

mailto:education@prolifecampaign.ie
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Reports from the recent beneficiaries of our Funds  

 The Iona Institute 
One of our beneficiaries is The 
Iona Institute, which will be 
known to many of you. It is 
headed up by columnist, David 
Quinn. Among its 

spokespeople are columnist and teacher, Breda O’Brien and 
barrister, Maria Steen. The Iona Institute is as committed to 
marriage and the family as Family Solidarity and advocates for 
the right to life and the rights of Church-run schools, among 
other things. The Iona Institute was heavily involved in last 
year’s abortion referendum and in the marriage referendum of 
2015.  
The core of its work is engagement in media debates, and also 
research. In addition, it organises regular talks. Family 
Solidarity’s donation will help them carry out their work.  
For example, a radical revision of Relationships and Sexuality 
Education is underway. In response, The Iona Institute has 
hosted a talk by Dr Olwyn Mark of Love is for Life in Northern 
Ireland. She is an expert on relationship and sexuality education 
courses in schools. She provides a Christian overview of this 
subject.  
It has also commissioned a paper on the topic. This will be 
written by Dr Gaven Kerr, a Belfast-based philosopher. We hope 
this will also help to provide a Christian framework for 
understanding RSE and how to make it properly pro-youth and 
pro-family. The aim is to publish this within the new couple of 
months. 
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Recently, it hosted a talk by Rod Dreher, author of the religious 
best-seller, The Benedict Option. This describes what Christians 
need to do to maintain and pass on their faith when we find 
ourselves in a minority situation. The talk was attended by over 
350 people. 
At the beginning of the year, The Iona Institute published a 
paper on how marriage breakdown rates vary by social class. 
Those from the poorest socio-economic group are three times 
more likely to be divorced or separated compared with those 
from the most well-off social group. This is a huge difference. It 
was covered in The Sunday Times, and Professor Patricia Casey 
was interviewed about it on Newstalk. 
The Iona Institute has hosted an invite-only one-day seminar 
aimed at young adults. The purpose was to allow future ‘movers 
and shakers’ to meet and network among themselves. They 
heard a number of talks dealing with topics such as the abortion 
referendum, feminism, and the radical redefinition of the 
family. The attendees were mostly university students. 
A number of talks and meetings have also been held to discuss 
the aftermath of the abortion referendum and how the pro-life 
movement should respond. Maria 
Steen addressed a packed meeting on 
this subject.  
The Iona Institute also uses social 
media, especially Facebook, to 
promote its various projects, for 
example, to attract viewers to the videos of speakers plus the 
various papers.  
The donation from Family Solidarity has helped to fund all of 
the above initiatives.  
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Lifeworks 
 

I wish to express our heartfelt gratitude for the generous 
donation of €20,000 to the LifeWorks schools programme. The 
following is a report on how your support has directly enabled 
us to begin again the work of pro-life education in January 2019. 
 
Your donation has covered 
the cost of the following: 
Production and mailing of 
school packs to secondary 
schools. These packs contain 
information on our visiting 
speaker programme, 
references, pro-life classroom 
resources and an invitation for entry to the LifeWorks ‘Life 
Advocate Awards’  
essay writing competition.  

 A much needed upgrade to our presentation equipment in 
the form of a HD widescreen projector.  

 A training weekend for six new regional speakers, many of 
whom come from a nursing background. The regional 
speakers assist the national speaker in the  
delivery of the programme locally.  
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Guest speaker Ally Bowlin, who has worked with Students for 
Life of America, joined us from Texas to speak in schools in 
January and February. Her story of abortion regret made a 
profound impact on the students she spoke with.  

 Travel expenses for the team this term. 
 

Over the past two months we 
have spoken to 1,000 students 
across Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, 
Omagh, Belfast, Longford, and 
Armagh.  Over the coming weeks 
we have school bookings in 
Ballinasloe, Tyrone, Derry, 
Limerick and Tralee.  

 
In a school in Omagh in January, a student approached her 
teacher after the LifeWorks presentation and said “I’ve been 
pro-choice my whole life but I’ve never heard this side of the 
issue before”. Recently a teacher in Belfast told us that in all her 

years teaching, the 
presentation was the best 
she had seen delivered by an 
external group. Evaluation 
forms from this school 
showed that 40% of students 
held pro-life views before the 
talk, and 70% afterwards. It is 
this feedback that motivates 

us to find new ways of reaching schools and supporting 
teachers in delivering pro-life education.  
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We are currently seeking funds to the sum of €10,000 for the 
following initiatives: 
- The 2019 Life Advocate Awards will run in April. We are 
looking for sponsorship of the prizes for students and the cost 
of bringing a guest speaker to the winning school.  
- A second training day at Emmaus Centre to train three new 
nurses in Cork and Kerry to join the regional team, plus further 
training for the existing team. 
- Necessary upgrades to our website for 
students www.thisismylife.ie 
- We have recruited a part-time co-ordinator and administrator 
to assist in the running of the programme. 
Thank you again for your support during this critical time. 
Yours sincerely,  Áine Ascough  Managing Director 
 

The Pro Life Campaign  
 
Thanks to the support of our 
friends at Family Solidarity, the 
educational work of the Pro Life 
Campaign has grown in a 
significant way in the last two 
months. 
Interactive Youth weekend 
In February 2019, we  held an Interactive Youth Weekend in 
Clonmel for third level students from around the country to 
discuss and plan a series of new initiatives and to develop skills 
to become more effective ambassadors for the pro-life cause. It 
was a jam-packed weekend with workshops on media, social 

http://www.thisismylife.ie/
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media, law, medicine, politics and helping grow supports for 
women with an unexpected pregnancy. Some pro-life members 
of the Oireachtas stopped by the event to offer words of 
encouragement, and pro-life leaders from the US also kindly 
linked up with the students for interactive sessions on social 
media. All in all, it was a superb weekend where everyone 
present gained invaluable insights that will benefit them no end 
for the battles that lie ahead.    
‘I really enjoyed the weekend. Not only was it amazing to meet 
so many new, pro-lifers my age, but it was great to be involved 
in discussion of the various pro-life topics and also strategy for 
the future’ Lizzy, Trinity College, Dublin 
The reality is that without the support of Family Solidarity and 
its members, this event would have been postponed until later 
in 2019.  It was of great advantage to hold it earlier in the year 
as it means we had an opportunity to motivate young pro-life 
advocates early in the college term. 
Life Matters college initiative 
The Life Matters college initiative is up and running on 
campuses across Ireland. It offers support to existing groups 
and encourages students to get active on various pro-life 
fronts.  Our student liaison worker is hard at work connecting 
with students in every campus in Ireland and supporting good 
pro-life projects. 
Students For Life Website and Facebook pages 
We have been able to start putting some resources into the 
online presence (Facebook, Twitter etc) of Students For Life, a 
platform for pro-life activists of university age.  Students are 
writing blog posts about why they are involved in the pro-life 
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movement, which in turn motivates other young people to get 
active. 
What’s next for the students? 
We sought the views of pro-life students about the kind of 
projects they felt should be rolled out on campuses across 
Ireland this term. Here are some of the ideas that came from 
those sessions that we will be implementing thanks to your 
help. 

 On campus events such as: “I’m pro-life - ask me WHY?” 

 Baby clothes/nappies drive for agencies working with 
pregnant women and new mothers 

 Fundraising for the Special Olympics 

 Writing pro-life articles for campus publications 

 Assisting new mums/parents on campus 

 Promoting adoption on campus 
  
Church Talk Programme 
This programme has re-commenced with a part time worker 
employed since February 2019 to ensure that top quality 
speakers are matched with parishes across Ireland to give 
effective pro-life talks to congregations. This in turn will help 
promote our core message about the dignity of the human 
person from conception until natural death to both the 
congregations and the wider community.  We look forward to 
growing this programme during the rest of 2019 and thank 
Family Solidarity for their assistance in getting this programme 
running again.  
Eilís Mulroy   
'Without the right to life, all other rights are meaningless' 
Pro Life Campaign   Web: www.prolifecampaign.ie 

http://www.prolifecampaign.ie/
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FMA Mission, Method and Genesis. 
The battleground is on the notion of freedom. 
Our mission is to facilitate those who promote true freedom. 
We strive to give such voices the freedom of free speech i.e. fair 
exposition conditions and fair right of reply conditions. 
Those who oppose this may say that this freedom may restrict 
their “freedom” and therefore ours must be restricted or 
denied.  
Their motion of freedom is encapsulated in s-l, c-m and the 
“morality” based upon civil laws. 
Their reference books are often the Sunday glossies and the 
apparent moral relativism contained and implied. 
What is held by the majority -after nuanced and distorted 
messages/propaganda -is the acceptable and “moral” (as long 
as the term is tolerated). Toleration and equality become inter 
alia the drivers towards “freedom”. The illiberal liberal is the 
deciding voice.  
This is true because, like any other animal, including 
grasshoppers, the survival of the species with the maximisation 
of satisfaction/pleasure becomes the “moral” diktat. 
Above all, any diktat from Rome must be shunned. More than 
shunned, it must not be allowed to pollute the free-speech  of 
the  c-l/c-m promoters of freedom. 
Hence, these promoters and followers would approve highly of 
any restrictions on the free speech of those who advocate a 
freedom at odds with theirs.  
So they will either legislate for anything that will support their 
freedom or turn a blind eye to breaches of existing laws. 
Examples would include broadcasting regulations such as  that 
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supposed to be imposed by the BAI. The FMA can provide proof 
of this and other breaches. 
This year marks the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of  WW2. 
Are  we sufficiently aware that no Nazi ever broke a German 
Law?  
Therefore, by our criteria i.e. the s-l/c-m criteria, all Nazi acts 
were moral. 
Do we think? 
Do we think as our co-species, the grasshoppers? 

 
Balance – “that ship has sailed!” 

  

“And yes, for those of you asking about balance, that ship has sailed, 

we’ve had the referendum, we absolutely had to have a balance to that 

point but the people have spoken and we are in a different world now 

whether you recognise it or not!” 

– Ciara Kelly, Presenter, Newstalk: Lunchtime Live, Lunchtime Live – Mon 18th Feb, 2019 

ADFAM –– Alliance for the Defence of the Family 
and Marriage 

  
About ADFAM 

  
ADFAM –– Alliance for the Defence of the Family and 
Marriage, was set up in April/May 2014.            We were 

http://fma.ie/fma/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/broken_balance.gif
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set up originally with a view to promoting the traditional 
family. We campaigned against the redefinition of 
marriage that was attempted in the Marriage ‘Equality’ 
Referendum of 2015. We also take a keen interest in 
right–to–life issues, such as abortion, fertility care, end–
of–life issues, and in Relationships and Sexual Education. 
We support parental Constitutional rights in regard 
to the education of their children [Article 42. 1º, 2º, 3º, 
4º]; the right of schools to follow their own ethos [Article 
44.2.4º]; freedom from the imposition of disabilities or 
discrimination, on the ground of religious profession, 
belief or status [44.2.3º]; and freedom of religious 
denominations to manage their own affairs [Article 
44.2.5º]. 

We have made a submission to the Citizens’ Assembly 
on the ‘Manner in which Referenda are held’, that was 
discussed on the weekend of January 13–14, 2018 –– 
see citizensassembly.ie. At present our Referendum 
system is actually oligarchic, rather than democratic, in 
the strict sense. 

More recently we took 
part in the campaign in 
favour of retaining Article 
40.3.3º in the Referendum of 
May 25, 2018. We also have 
an interest in retaining the 
Christian ethos of Bunreacht 

http://citizensassembly.ie/
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na hÉireann, and campaigned to retain the word 
‘blasphemous’ in Article 40.6.1i in the Referendum of 
October 26, 2018. 
            Our main work, when not engaged in Referenda, is 
monitoring legislation to do with the above issues as it 
comes before Dáil Éireann, Seanad Éireann, or Oireachtas 
Committees. We advise our supporters on those matters, 
and, when appropriate, provide them with sample e-mails 
in order to facilitate their making contact with TDs, 
Senators, including members of Oireachtas Committees. 
To that end, we provide our supporters with the e-mail 
addresses of TDs and Senators, including members of 
Oireachtas Committees. We give accounts of debates in 
the Dáil, Seanad, and meetings of Oireachtas Committees. 
We also regularly get reports from pro–life, pro–family, 
organizations, especially from the U.S., and we pass 
on to our supporters stories of particular interest from 
those sources. We have taken part in discussions on RTÉ 1 
TV, RTÉ Radio 1, and Raidió na Gaeltachta. 
            We have a website at www.adfam.ie. Older leaflets 
which we have produced are available on that website. 

If you wish to make a donation to ADFAM, please note 
that a private individual may not donate more than €2500 
to us in any one year. You may donate to us by using the 
donation facility on our website, or you may send a 
cheque or Postal Order made out to ‘ADFAM’ at our 
postal address at the end of this message. 

http://www.adfam.ie/
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If you wish to receive our e-mail alerts and reports, please 
e–mail us at 

info@adfam.ie 
Yours sincerely, 
Richard Greene, Chairman, 
Séamas de Barra, Treasurer/Secretary, 
ADFAM, POST BOX NO. 13010, Churchtown, Dublin 14. 
info@adfam.ie    February 2019.   

 
Gianna Care 
Gianna Care is a non profit organisation that is 
committed to providing compassion, accurate information 
and support to anyone facing an unexpected pregnancy or 
in need after an abortion. 
We believe there is a great need in Ireland for women and 
their families to be given every support necessary when 
faced with an unexpected pregnancy. 
 
We believe every client should be treated with the utmost 
respect and dignity and all of the information we receive 
is held in strict confidence. 
Our aims 
To remove or at least minimise the barriers for women 
and their families preventing them from continuing their 
pregnancy. 

mailto:info@adfam.ie
mailto:info@adfam.ie
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Let a woman and her family know that abortion is not 
their only option. 
 
To fulfil the needs of each individual client and realise 
not all clients needs are the same. 
 
That everyone who comes to our centre leaves knowing 
they are not alone and they have support and care. 

 
Support 
Gianna Care's 
services are free of 
charge so our 
services are 
accessible to all. 
We rely on the 
support and 

assistance of our supporters. You can support us in many 
different ways. Some of the ways include donating very 
good quality baby clothes and equipment to our centre. 
Some of our mothers are first time mothers and need 
everything to get them started e.g. Moses baskets, baby 
changers, buggies and clothes. 
 
One of the most important ways of supporting us is 
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financially, we rely 100% on the generosity of those who 
believe this work is vitally important. 
Please donate to us today, every donation no matter how 
big or small is greatly appreciated. 

Gianna Care | 46a Upper Dorset Street, Dublin 1 
Tel: 01 532 2116 or 01 532 2117 

 
Radio Maria 
Fr Eamon McCarthy <FrEamonn@radiomaria.ie> 
 

Fri, Feb 22, 
11:16 PM 

  
 

 
Praying the Lord’s abundant blessings upon all our subscribers 
and especially those of you who have newly become acquainted 
with Radio Maria Ireland through our parish visits or over the 
phone. 
  
A special word of sincere thanks for your prayer and promotion 
support and to many of you who have been so very kind in your 
offerings to assist our financial needs. 
Thank you so much and may God richly reward you. 
  
We are very pleased with the continued growth of Radio Maria 
Ireland and would like to thank you for subscribing to us. 
There are over 1,400 of you now in touch with us from around 
the world via all the means of social communication. 

tel:015322116
tel:015322117
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(If for any reason you wish to unsubscribe – do please let us 
know and we will remove your details. Thank you.) 
  
It is extraordinary to witness the spiritual impact of this unique 
Catholic radio station for our country and indeed as it is doing, 
serving the world too. 
So many souls are receiving much needed nourishment and 
support on their faith journey, thank God. 
  
Here is a lovely message that came to us lately: 
  
Hello All at Radio Maria, Last week l was in town. I was feeling 
very lonely. I live with my lovely husband in the countryside. 
I was born and raised in a town and while l love being in the 
country, it upsets me that l can't get to Church when l want to. I 
cannot work due to a disability. 
When l left the Church in town last week, l looked at the notice 
board. There it was! The answer to my prayer! A direct answer! 
Radio Maria now available on your smart phone. 
Since then, my inner soul has transformed! I no longer feel 
isolated or alone while my husband is at work as l listen to and 
pray with you all at Radio Maria! 
Someday l would like to be involved in some small way with 
Radio Maria in this wonderful work of reaching God's people 
and Catholic Evangelization. Thanks soo much! God bless, 
  
I do hope that you too are enjoying our programming. 
Many such wonderful encouraging messages come into us here 
especially from those who greatly appreciate live prayer on the 
radio. 
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Do keep an eye on our social media, especially our Facebook 
page for the very latest updates. 
We have a lovely new series of promotion videos coming on 
stream to invite new listeners in. Check out our latest short 
video here: 
https://www.facebook.com/Radiomariaireland/videos/2547384
05440307/  

Every grace and blessing from all of us here and many thanks once again for your listenership and support, 
 Fr. Eamonn 
      Fr Eamonn McCarthy,      Priest Director,      Radio Maria Ireland,       St. Anthony’s Business Park,      
Ballymount Road, 
     Dublin 22      +353 1 4123456 

Irish Government Poised to Fund Abortions 
Overseas 

07.03.2019 
The Irish government has removed a ban on the use of overseas 
development aid for abortions. The Department of Foreign 
Affairs says it will launch a new initiative on “sexual and 
reproductive health and rights” in the developing world as part 
of the work of Irish Aid, the development aid programme of the 
government. The new plan is likely to take account of the 
changed Irish position on abortion and will set aside a previous 
rule against funding abortion. The ban on funding for abortion 
was in place because of a rule that aid should not be used for 
purposes in conflict with domestic Irish policy. In the past, Irish 
embassies abroad have specifically requested of aid recipient 
countries that they do not use Irish funding for abortion services. 
  
In a statement, the department said: “Coherence with our 
domestic policies has always been a key priority for Ireland in 

https://www.facebook.com/Radiomariaireland/videos/254738405440307/
https://www.facebook.com/Radiomariaireland/videos/254738405440307/


When Christian Family life flourishes, the civilised world benefits 

 
Family Solidarity Newsletter No.84  Spring 2019  page 21  of 36 
 

our international development programmes and this will 
continue to be the case. 
  
“With regard to sexual and reproductive health rights, we are 
liaising very closely with other government departments, in 
particular the Department of Health, and we are currently 
engaged in analysing the implications of the changes in our 
national legislation for our work in this area,” the department 
said. 
  
Previously, Irish Aid said that it did not provide funding for 
abortion services, and stipulated a condition for aid that it 
should not be used for such activities as they were in conflict 
with Irish law. 
  
Last week, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Simon Coveney launched A Better World, a new policy on 
development aid which will guide the work of Irish Aid for the 
next decade. It promised “a new initiative around sexual and 
reproductive health and rights”. 
  
“Access to health services, including access to comprehensive 
sexual and reproductive health services, is fundamental for 
realising sexual and reproductive health rights and transforming 
women’s health outcomes,” the document says. 
  
“Prioritising gender equality” is one of the four priorities of the 
new policy, along with “reducing humanitarian need”, “climate 
action” and “strengthening governance”. 
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Last year, Ireland spent almost €750 million on development aid, 
and has pledged to reach the UN target of 0.7 per cent of GNP by 
the year 2030. In cash terms this will require increases of €100-
€150 million every year for the next 10 years, Mr Coveney said at 
the launch of A Better World. 
The Irish Times. March 4. 
 
Please write or phone or both, your local TDs telling them how 
you object to your tax being used in this way! 
  

 ‘Abortion and 

Euthanasia Are 

Extremely 

Grave Evils 

Which 

Contradict 

Spirit of Life,’ 

Condemns 

Pope Francis 

In Letter to Pontifical Academy for Life for 25th Anniversary, 

Appeals for Promoting and Protecting Human Life at Every 

Stage of its Development 
JANUARY 15, 2019 12:09DEBORAH CASTELLANO LUBOVPOPE AND HOLY SEE 

Abortion and euthanasia are extremely grave evils that contradict 

the Spirit of Life. 

Pope Francis condemned these realities, saying this in a letter to 

the Pontifical Academy for Life to mark its 25th Anniversary, as 

it was founded 11 February 1994. The Pope’s letter was signed 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/irish-ban-on-funding-abortion-services-in-developing-world-to-be-lifted-1.3813020
https://zenit.org/articles/author/deborahcastellano-lubov/
https://zenit.org/articles/author/deborahcastellano-lubov/
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Jan. 6, 2019, and presented today in the Holy See Press Office, 

by President of the Academy, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia. 

Presenting along with the Academy President, was Msgr. Renzo 

Pegoraro, chancellor of the same Pontifical Academy; Professor 

Fr. Paolo Benanti, T.O.R., lecturer in Moral Theology and Ethics 

of Technology at the Pontifical Gregorian University, 

academician of the Pontifical Academy for Life; Professor Laura 

Palazzani, Full Professor in Biolaw and Philosophy of Law at 

Libera Università Maria Santissima Assunta of Rome’s 

LUMSA), academician of the Pontifical Academy for Life; and 

director of the Holy See Press Office, Alessandro Gisotti.  

The Academy, the presenters informed, is having its upcoming 

General Assembly next month, Feb. 25-27, 2019, in the 

Vatican’s New Synod Hall, on the theme: “Robo Ethics. 

Humans, machines and health.” 

In the letter, the Pope made an appeal to protect and promote 

human life, at all its stages, and condemned all attempts to 

challenge it. 

It also reflected on its history, with its being founded by Pope 

Saint John Paul II, at the prompting of Dr. LeJeune, its history 

with its four presidents preceding Archbishop Paglia, as well as 

its future. 

In this mission, we are encouraged by signs that God is at work 

in our time. These signs need to be acknowledged and not 

overshadowed by certain negative factors. 

“Along these lines, Saint John Paul II pointed to the many efforts 

to welcome and defend human life, the growing opposition to 

war and to the death penalty, and a greater concern for the 

quality of life and ecology.” 



When Christian Family life flourishes, the civilised world benefits 

 
Family Solidarity Newsletter No.84  Spring 2019  page 24  of 36 
 

The Polish Saint, as Pope—Francis reminded–indicated as a sign 

of hope the development of bioethics as “reflection and dialogue 

– between believers and nonbelievers, as well as between 

believers of different religions – on ethical problems, even the 

most fundamental ones, that affect the life of man.” 

The Pope reminded that the scientific community of the 

Pontifical Academy for Life has demonstrated, over the past 25 

years, its ability to enter into this dialogue and to offer its own 

competent and respected contribution. 

“A sign of this is its constant effort to promote and protect 

human life at every stage of its development, its condemnation 

of abortion and euthanasia as extremely grave evils that 

contradict the Spirit of life and plunge us into the anti-culture of 

death.” 

These efforts, the Supreme Pontiff stressed, “must certainly 

continue, with an eye to emerging issues and challenges that can 

serve as an opportunity for us to grow in the faith, to understand 

it more deeply and to communicate it more effectively to the 

people of our time.” 

The letter is too long for inclusion here. We will send a copy to 
those who request it  
Full Text: https://zenit.org/articles/pope-francis-letter-to-
pontifical-academy-for-life-for-25th-anniversary-full-text/ 

 
Here is a “taster” the first paragraph 
 

The human community is God’s dream even from before the 

creation of the world (cf. Eph 1:3-14). In it, the eternal Son 

begotten of God the Father has taken flesh and blood, heart and 

emotions. Through the mystery of giving life, the great family of 

https://zenit.org/articles/pope-francis-letter-to-pontifical-academy-for-life-for-25th-anniversary-full-text/
https://zenit.org/articles/pope-francis-letter-to-pontifical-academy-for-life-for-25th-anniversary-full-text/
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humanity is enabled to discover its true meaning. The ability of 

the family to initiate its members to human fraternity can be 

considered a hidden treasure that can aid that general rethinking 

of social policies and human rights whose need is so urgently felt 

today. All of us ought to grow in the awareness of our common 

origin in God’s love and creative act. Christian faith confesses 

the begetting of the Son as the ineffable mystery of the eternal 

unity between “bringing into being” and “benevolent love” 

within the life of the Triune God. A renewed proclamation of 

this often overlooked revelation can open a new chapter in the 

history of human community and culture, which today cries out 

— “groaning as if in labour pains” (cf. Rom 8:22) — for rebirth 

in the Spirit. God’s tenderness and his will to redeem all those 

who feel lost, abandoned, discarded, or hopelessly condemned, is 

revealed in the only-begotten Son. The mystery of the eternal 

Son who became one of us is the definitive witness to this 

“passion” of God. The mystery of Christ’s cross — “for us and 

for our salvation” — and resurrection — as “the firstborn of 

many brothers” (Rom 8:29) — tells us the extent to which God’s 

passion is directed to the redemption and full flourishing of 

human beings. 

Abortion: the original sin of the UN human 
rights project 

The UN is wilfully blind to the lives of unborn 
children. Stefano Gennarini | Jan 18 2019 | 

As the United Nations human rights 
project celebrated its seventieth 
anniversary last month, human rights 
scholars and practitioners took stock 
of its progress, for better or worse. 

https://www.mercatornet.com/articles/multiple_author/Stefano%20Gennarini
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/12/47365/
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/12/47365/
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Sadly, the legacy of the human rights project on protection of 
the unborn was largely overlooked by mainstream 
commentators.  
Over fifty million children were aborted around the world last 
year alone. This is without a doubt the human rights issue of our 
time. Yet there was no international outcry from the United 
Nations. None of the myriad bodies that make up the human 
rights system addressed this at all. 
On the contrary, under the influence of human rights bodies, 
the entire multilateral system is promoting abortion, sometimes 
explicitly and sometimes stealthily, under the guise of providing 
“sexual and reproductive health.” No international agency has 
been able to escape this bureaucratic abortion trap. 
The diplomats and officials that today walk the corridors of UN 
headquarters in New York and Geneva should be remembered 
as villains who closed a blind eye and abetted the abortion 
industry as it captured the human rights system, providing it 
with indispensable political and financial support as it carried 
out its genocidal business. 
Sadly, the indifference of the multilateral system to the lives of 
the unborn is not a mere accident of history. It is a flaw built 
into the human rights project itself. Indifference to human life 
in the prenatal phase is the original sin of the multilateral 
system, as it were, enshrined in its constituent agreements and 
diligently propagated throughout its institutions. 
The original sin of the Human Rights project 
While the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
treatises that made its lofty provisions into binding international 
law were never understood to exclude the unborn from the 
protection of international law, they were also never 
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understood to encompass any positive obligations with regard 
to protection of children before birth. 
This was deliberately done to accommodate the permissive 
abortion regimes of Communist nations. Essentially, 
international human rights law leaves the scope of protections 
afforded children before birth to sovereign states. 
This has de facto, even if not de jure, stripped children before 
birth of any international human rights protections. And it has 
been the status quo ever since the founding of the United 
Nations. 
Time and again, international negotiations from 1948 until this 
day have declined to address the legal status of the child before 
birth with any precision, even though the issue has come up 
repeatedly. 
International agreements have by design overlooked 
protections for the unborn in favor of deals on other pressing 
concerns. This is a moral failure that will not be forgotten. 
Even where international agreements have expressly included 
protections for the unborn (as with the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the Inter-American Convention on 
Human Rights) or implicitly included them (as with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant for 
Civil and Political Rights), such protections have been nullified 
by subsequent interpretations and applications of the treatises. 
Just as the original sin of the framers of the US Constitution was 
to acquiesce in the evil of the slave trade in order to reach a 
political compromise that would unify all the colonies, the 
original sin of the framers of the international human rights 
project was to acquiesce in the heinous evil of abortion in order 
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to permit the greatest possible number of nations to ratify 
international human rights instruments. 
This sin persists, and it continues to weigh down the human 
rights project, just as the evil of slavery weighed down the 
American political project. 
UN abortion advocacy is now systemic. According to UN 
experts, human rights law demands the legalization of abortion. 
Multilateral policies and programming surrounding the notion 
of “sexual and reproductive health” have resulted in covert and 
overt promotion of abortion as a component of international 
human rights and in multilateral health policies. 
They have legitimized abortion and directed billions of dollars in 
government support to abortion groups who perform and 
promote abortion both when it is legal and when it is not. 
For the last twenty-five years, the UN system has been the 
loudest and most influential voice in favour of legal abortion. 
What was initially only tentative and clandestine support is now 
open and brazen. No UN agency seems immune from it. It is 
intrusive. And it is Orwellian. 
In the past year alone, the UN Human Rights Committee, one of 
the oldest and most respected human rights bodies in the 
world, declared a right to abortion to be part of the right to life 
under international law, and all UN personnel who work on 
legal reforms to achieve the goal of access to justice were 
directed to promote legal and safe access to abortion in a 
system wide inter-agency manual. 
A favourable paradigm for the pro-life cause? 
Again, the text of binding international law seems to favour the 
protection of children in the womb, yet the texts are 
deliberately vague enough that there are no positive obligations 
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to protect children from abortion or against embryo destructive 
research. 
Some pro-life advocates see this as a favourable paradigm. They 
want the pro-life movement to “reclaim” the human rights 
project, as it were. Some even claim that positive obligations to 
protect children from abortion can be discerned in international 
human rights law. Both these positions are no longer tenable, 
politically or legally. 
Compromise and quiet advocacy have failed time and again to 
obtain any results for the pro-life cause internationally. At most, 
they have slightly slowed the progress of a human right to 
abortion. Nothing short of a revolution in international policy 
will do if the human rights project is to be truly reclaimed. 
When it comes to abortion, there is an international conspiracy 
of silence—or to borrow a phrase from Pope Francis, a situation 
of “globalized indifference.” Even nations with laws that are 
highly protective of children in the womb quietly watch as the 
abortion industry gains an ever-stronger foothold within the 
human rights system. 
There is no coordinated effort to propel the pro-life cause. 
Political will is simply lacking. The truth is, when Republicans are 
in the White House, they don’t invest anywhere near the efforts 
and resources to get abortion out of international policy that 
the Democrats did to ensure it was included in UN policy. 
To its credit, the Trump administration has gone further than 
any previous Republican administrations. Even so, Trump has 
yet to put a dent in the UN bureaucracy’s work to promote 
abortion, or to leverage the mighty diplomatic apparatus of the 
US State Department and the US Agency for International 
Development to advance the pro-life cause. 
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If Republican administrations were nearly as tough and 
consistent on abortion as they are on the Palestinian question, 
abortion would have been kicked out of UN policy long ago. 
It is time to make the pro-life cause a foreign policy priority 
Despite these past failures, there is a real opportunity for the 
pro-life movement to reclaim the human rights project. The 
present opportunity is the result of the surge in nationalist 
political movements that are generally pro-life and naturally 
disposed to limit the authority and overreach of multilateral 
institutions. 
Still, opposing abortion internationally is not a foreign policy 
priority for nationalist parties. This will require moral, political, 
and financial resources, especially from the United States and 
the Holy See. 
Unless sovereign states begin to fight abortion vigorously, as a 
matter of the highest priority, the multilateral system is 
doomed to be remembered as a moral failure. Some estimate 
that over one billion lives have been claimed by abortion 
worldwide since Roe v. Wade was legalized. It is not something 

that 
history 
can 
easily 
sweep 
under 
the rug.  
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Abortion would never have entered UN policy without the 
support or acquiescence of the United States, the most 
powerful country in the world and the single most influential 
stakeholder in the multilateral system. Abortion cannot be 
taken out of international policy without an equal or greater 
pro-life diplomatic effort from the United States. 
Before the US Civil War, famous debates took place across the 
states about whether the Constitution had to be scrapped in its 
entirety because of the iniquitous compromise on slavery that it 
enshrined. 
It was the dramatic debates and religious fervour against 
slavery that ultimately led to the Civil War, the Emancipation 
Proclamation, and Reconstruction. It was not the text of the 
Constitution itself. This kind of debate must take place with 
regard to human rights if the international compromise on 
abortion is ever to be righted. 
The pro-life movement must make the issue of abortion a 
political one, not just in the United States, but around the 
world. What happens in the dark rooms of Turtle Bay and the 
long corridors of Foggy Bottom has to be connected to voters. 
So long as debates about abortion and international policy are 
taking place behind closed doors and through inscrutable 
euphemisms, the pro-life movement does not stand a chance. 
Stefano Gennarini is the Vice President for Legal Studies at the Center for Family 
and Human Rights (C-Fam) in New York. He tweets as @prolifeadvocate. The 
views expressed here are solely his own. Republished from The Public 
Discourse with permission 

 
Press Release | European Elections: FAFCE launches its 

Manifesto for an European Natality Pact  Brussels, 25 
February 2019 

https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2019/01/48360/
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2019/01/48360/
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Today FAFCE, the European Federation of Catholic 
Family Associations, and its Members launch its 
EU wide campaign ahead of the European 

Elections (23-26 May 2019). 
The campaign Vote for 
Family 2019 will be run in EU 
Members States and is the 

fruit of the joint work of all FAFCE Members, 26 Family 
Associations from 16 EU Member States. “The Manifesto 
which is presented today reflects the major concerns of 
European families – states Vincenzo Bassi (Forum delle 
Famiglie, Italy), Vice-President of FAFCE – Based on these 
concerns, we propose to all the candidates, from all 
political parties, food for thought to consider more family-
responsive policies within the framework of the EU 
competences: our Continent is getting older and older, we 
need to respond to the demographic challenge with an 
European pact for natality”. 
 
Candidates will be invited to sign the Vote for Family 
Manifesto and their names will be published on 15 May, 
the International Day of the Family, when the Board 
Members of FAFCE will be gathered in Malta for their bi-
annual Meeting. Every family in Europe is invited to take 
part in this campaign. Either directly, by using the 
campaign tools and taking an active part in the campaign, 
or indirectly through family associations and 

http://r.contact-fafce.com/mk/cl/f/RJdVV4MPLif1B9Z1S8KBuLfDru5OnoCng0yNUiOiPtc1aHPd4UhzWCw39GM_m0bF6fj-JWztC_46pzQKiN12kB-jtOpQPkE64Tn8MoxyhIWs3hi45c_kLU9BrbIXMclAzB71R7hoWnyw0KuH5j6xVY4ErBok
http://r.contact-fafce.com/mk/cl/f/RJdVV4MPLif1B9Z1S8KBuLfDru5OnoCng0yNUiOiPtc1aHPd4UhzWCw39GM_m0bF6fj-JWztC_46pzQKiN12kB-jtOpQPkE64Tn8MoxyhIWs3hi45c_kLU9BrbIXMclAzB71R7hoWnyw0KuH5j6xVY4ErBok
http://r.contact-fafce.com/mk/cl/f/n3uqsYQ-R3NHdTDnNAurcPehqCO7UzBu1tAgUpQDbHvOp2kb-u7bTPE_WK9tXIyeEU6LG_ZYldFfkCenJhnGSvvce7pGlWdyGAbrdBBzQUej9BCKwPwcKkkpWSc3bJKH6G3xO-CVj5LnrCt-ta0PHO3y5c0Dleshvoj624fueUGIT40uq0Bn8nWmAFdM0ia8qb3LJ-8yFcjXZlMyDdm0-nEzoBxkgNDP1BwTq7JVAQw7XQmsoIBf7pPKcdzAoELMA8LYR2DJ7KU
http://r.contact-fafce.com/mk/cl/f/n3uqsYQ-R3NHdTDnNAurcPehqCO7UzBu1tAgUpQDbHvOp2kb-u7bTPE_WK9tXIyeEU6LG_ZYldFfkCenJhnGSvvce7pGlWdyGAbrdBBzQUej9BCKwPwcKkkpWSc3bJKH6G3xO-CVj5LnrCt-ta0PHO3y5c0Dleshvoj624fueUGIT40uq0Bn8nWmAFdM0ia8qb3LJ-8yFcjXZlMyDdm0-nEzoBxkgNDP1BwTq7JVAQw7XQmsoIBf7pPKcdzAoELMA8LYR2DJ7KU
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organizations, contacting the candidates in their 
constituency and asking them to sign the manifesto. 
Antoine Renard, FAFCE President, declares: “This is a 
campaign for all. And this is exactly in the spirit of our 
mission at the European level: FAFCE and its Members 
offer this campaign as a tool to raise awareness about the 
concrete needs of the families in our continent, which 
need a real demographic Spring”. 
 
The Manifesto includes 10 points and touches all the 
areas of major concern for family associations in Europe 
during the last years. Like in 2014 and in the ongoing 
legislative period, after the elections elected candidates 
who signed the manifesto will be contacted, both at the 
national and European level, to support their 
commitments to family friendly policies and offer 
concrete proposals on what they can do as Members of 
the European Parliament.  
The campaign will be presented by the FAFCE Members in 
their Countries and can be followed online on the 
dedicated website and on FAFCE social media. On the 2nd 
of April a press conference will take place in Brussels on 
the state of progress of the Vote For Family 2019 
Campaign.   
MANIFESTO FOR THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 23-26 May 
2019  
As a candidate for the European elections, I commit myself to 
systematically recognising the fundamental role of the family as 
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the basic unit of society. When making political decisions, I 
promise to commit, namely, to the following:  

1. Towards a European Natality Pact  
The Demographic Winter is a silent emergency which 
concerns all European Countries. Europe needs a 
demographic Spring. Our children are our primary common 
good. I commit to raising awareness about the European 
demographic decline, proposing concrete measures and 
instruments to change the current trends.  
2. Applying "Family Mainstreaming"  
The family is the cornerstone of society. The European Union 
must take European families into account in all its decisions, 
while respecting the principle of subsidiarity. I am committed 
to promoting the concept of "family mainstreaming" in all 
sectoral policies.  
3.  Promoting the Voices of Families  
Family associations are the voice of families, authentically 
articulating their needs and increasing civic engagement. I 
pledge to recognise the contributions and role of family 
associations in the design and development of European 
programmes. 
 4. An Economy at the Service of the Family  
Families are the source of resilience for societies and help 
relieve distressed public finances. I am committed to 
supporting public policies that recognise the dignity of the 
family and its fundamental economic role in the common 
good, working in favour of tax justice and promoting good 
practices, such as a European Family Card.  
5. Dignified Work as Necessary for Every Family  
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The family is a natural key player in the promotion of social 
inclusion. I pledge to work for policies that do not consider 
the labour market solely in light of economy and finance but 
that focus primarily on the person and his or her talents, 
retaining this, a form of active participation in the common 
good and an instrument to prevent poverty. Therefore, I am 
also committed to recognising both the value of the work of 
the mother and father in the home and the value of 
volunteering as a contribution to social cohesion 
6. Balance Between Family Life and Professional Life  
The family should be the starting point from which working 
conditions are designed, so as to provide families with living 
conditions that facilitate time together, thus maintaining 
population dynamics, and to contribute to social cohesion. I 
am committed to fostering a better articulation of the 
balance between family life and professional life for the 
benefit of the family, including reserving Sunday as a 
common weekly day of rest.  
Acknowledging the Complementarity of Woman and Man  
The family is the first engine of generativity for all of society. 
I recognise the complementarity between man and woman 
and refute any attempt to erase sexual differences through 
public policies. 
 8. Respecting and Promoting the Institution of Marriage  
Stronger familial bonds improve the wellbeing of individuals. 
The EU and its Member States are called to respect the 
institution of marriage and to promote best practices in 
preventing family breakdown. Under the subsidiarity 
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principle, I will oppose any interference of the European 
Union in the legal definition of marriage.  
9. Respect for Human Dignity from the Beginning to Natural 
End of Life  
The family is the natural place where every new life is 
welcomed. I pledge to respect the dignity of every human 
life, at all its stages, from conception to natural death. I will 
encourage policies and best practices that provide special 
care to all children, before and after birth, and to their 
mothers as well as to foster care families or adoptive 
families.  
10. Father and Mother, First and Foremost Educators of 
Their Children 
 Families have always fostered a more long-term perspective, 
preparing a more sustainable future. I undertake to ensure 
that the Union, in all its youth and education programmes, 
respects and promotes the right of parents to educate their 
children in conformity with their cultural, moral and religious 
traditions which favour the good and dignity of the child. 
 

Thank you all who have paid their subscriptions and 
made donations to further our aims.  We have put a 
return envelope with a subscription slip with all 
copies of the Newsletter as it is simpler than 
selecting those from whom we have not heard. 
Please bear with us!  

 


